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pelago. The islands are volcanic and subject
to earthquakes, and are conical, lofty, pre-
cipitous and picturesque. The most remark-
able summit is the peak of Pico, about 7,600
feet high. There are numerous hot springs.

The Azores are covered with luxuriant
vegetation, and have many different woods,
besides cornfields, vineyards, lemon and
orange groves and rich open pastures. The
mild and somewhat humid climate, combined
with the natural fertility of the soil, brings
all kinds of vegetable products rapidly to
perfection, but the prosperity of these is-
lands is hindered by the lack of good harbors.
The Azores were discovered by Cabral about
1431, shortly after which they were taken
possession of and colonized by the Portu-
guese, When first visited they were uninhab-
ited, and had scarcely any animals except
birds. There were numerous hawks, called in
Portuguese acoresy to which the islands owe
their name.

Since May, 1919, when an American navy
seaplane alighted in a harbor of the Azores,
other seaplanes have made the Azores a
landing station in their flights across the
Atlantic Ocean. Population, 1930, 253,935.

AZOV, a zof, SEA OF, an arm of the Black
Sea, with which it is united by the Strait of
Kerteh. Its length is about 170 miles, its
breadth about eighty miles and its greatest
depth not more than eight fathoms. The Don
and other rivers enter it, and its waters are
very fresh. The sea teems with fish, of many
varieties.

AZ'TEC, a race of people who settled in
Mexico and ultimately extended their do-
minion over a large territory. They were
still expanding under their most celebrated
ruler, Montezuma, at the time of the arrival
of the Spaniards, by whom they were speed-
ily subjugated, in the early part of the six-
teenth century. They had a considerable
knowledge of agriculture, maize and the
agave being the chief products. In metal
work, feather work, weaving and pottery they
possessed a high degree of skill. To record
events they used hieroglyphics, and their
lunar calendars were of unusual accuracy.
Two special deities claimed their reverence,
the god of war, propitiated with human
sacrifices, and Quetzalcoatl, the beneficent
god of light and air, with whom at first the
Aztecs were disposed to identify Cortez.
Their temples, with large terraced pyramidal
bases, were in the charge of an exceedingly
numerous priesthood, with whom lay the edu-
cation of the young. See INDIANS, AMERI-
CAN; MONTEZUMA; CORTEZ, HERNANDO.
AZ1JRITE, a cystallized copper carbon-
ate, usually found in copper ores. It is
found near Lyons, France; in Siberia and in
Arizona. When occurring in large quantities
and uncrystallized, it is used as a source of
copper. Some varieties are cut into slabs
and used for table tops, and others, especially
those found in the mines of Arizona, are
highly esteemed as gems. It is azure blue in
color. It takes a high polish and presents a
beautiful appearance.